EXHIBIT OPERATIONAL DESCRIPTION

Musical Chairs

date:  January 28, 2008

main message:

It takes several players working together to make a great piece of music.

summary description:

This exhibit features five chairs arranged in a line or circle, facing out.  Close to the chairs, there is a “conducting station” with the main label and a few basic controls on a conductor’s stand.  From the conducting station, visitors can select from a few different musical genres (i.e. funk, hip-hop, jazz) to set the background music playing around the chairs.  The chairs each play a different sound when you sit in them, and the set of possible sounds is set by the background music, so when the background is jazz, all the chairs play jazz riffs.  Visitors can synchronize their sitting or sit haphazardly to make music.  The conductor can also change the tempo of the background and the corresponding riffs to vary the musical output.

goals:

· Visitors will enjoy creating music in an active, physical way.

· Visitors will work together to try to create interesting musical compositions.

· Visitors will learn a bit about different styles of music and the kinds of instrumentation and composition used in each.

visitor operation:

At the conductor’s stand, visitors can select a musical genre (four or five options) via buttons, which then trigger a background soundtrack.  The conductor can change the speed of the background by turning a tempo dial on the conductor’s stand.  The chairs are pre-loaded with a different instrument/riff for each genre.  When visitors sit in the chairs, speakers in or above the chairs play an instrumental response.  As long as a visitor is sitting, the chair plays (looped at some point).  Each chair represents a different instrument.  The tempo dial controls both the background and chair musical tempo, so that it all syncs nicely (other option: each chair is equipped with a tempo dial, mounted on the side like a Lazyboy dial to control the footrest).  

On the conductor’s stand, there are a variety of optional challenges on laminated sheets—musical “compositions” that tell you when to sit in which chair.  If they choose, a group can work together to sit in the right places at the right time to make the “song” offered on the sheets.

When there is no conductor, the background music and tempo are set to a default so that people can still experience the chairs as a stand-alone experience.

graphics (preliminary list):

Title

Main Message

Instructional graphics for conductor

performance and operation specifications:

Chairs of same type or different varieties?  How to prevent trip hazard?

equipment list (preliminary):

1 CPU

five chairs, each equipped with a speaker in the seat

central speaker

conductor’s stand with buttons and tempo dial

fabricator:

in-house

AV/multimedia producer:

in-house plus outside composer (Scott Shapiro potential)
